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Persuasive Essay: Genetically Modified Food (GM)
Genetically modified organism, GMO, is a relatively known concept. In the United States and like the rest of the world, this concept is fairly new to many people, especially on the potential side effects of GM food products. GM food products emerged as a way to deal with the climate change effect and food shortage problem around the world. However, it has sparked discussions on whether the GM food products are safe and whether the benefits outweigh the problems. Different factions of the debate have emerged with each side seemingly convinced that it is right and the other is wrong. This essay examines the pros and cons of GMOs to help consumers make better decisions on what they eat. Even though many people are not aware of the side effects and benefits of GMOs, it is critical to take keen interest in the food that they eat. GMOs may be the solution to food challenge in the future, but it does not go without problems.
First, GM foods are associated with many social problems which range from health risks to great risks on the ecosystem. GM food products are controlled by multinational corporations, which increase the dependency of traditional farmers on these corporations. Also, GMOs imposes great risks to the ecosystem. According to Bawa and Anilakumar (2013), GM food products risk tampering with the ecosystem as it is today, especially with the rise of pest-resistant and herbicide-resistant plants. The impacts of these changes can be catastrophic as they may result in weed that are resistant to herbicides. It also important to note that biologically altered products may bring about health risks (Maghari & Ardekani, 2011; Bawa & Anilakumar, 2013). Therefore, people need to have information to make the right decisions on what they put in their mouth. 
Secondly, GM foods are also associated with the economic problems. Critics of GMO products have argued that it increases the cost of farming. The techniques used in the production of GMOs are expensive and that is why mostly big corporations are the key participants. With the increased cost of farming, critics are concerned that MO food products may also endanger the agribusiness. According to Ackerman (2015), GMO products are rushed into the market without proper research, which consequently may create harmful effects. Such harmful effects include disruption of the traditional agribusiness as GM food products will create unnecessary and uncontrolled competition. Also, companies that deal with traditional farm products are exposed to risks of losing their market share to the multinational corporations that seek to profit from the GMOs. As such, GMO products need to be critically examined to ensure that they are produced for the right reasons. 
However, GM foods may be the solution to socioeconomic challenges the world is facing today if used correctly. Proponents of GMOs have argued that GM foods can help improve the food supply. According to Freedman (2013), proponents of GM crops like David Zilberman from U.C, Berkeley and an agricultural and environmental economist has argued that the potential benefits of GM crops outweigh the risks. Also, they (GM crops) can as well improve the farmers’ income. In his defense for the GM crops, Zilberman claimed that the use of GM crops can help reduce the food prices due to increased yield (Freedman, 2013). Furthermore, with improved yield, proponents like Zilberman believe that GMOs may be the answer to the looming food shortage to growing population. However, whether GMOs are bad or good depends on how and why they are used.
In summary, many people may not be aware of the things that they eat, but there is need to impart awareness on the benefits and risks of GM foods to help people make the right decisions. This essay has shown that GMOs comprise of both bad and good impacts such as socioeconomic problems (bad) and solutions to those perennial socioeconomic problems. However, it is also clear that the debate around GMOs is not genuine. As such, the discussion around GMOs should be approached with sober and unbiased mind because there are great potentials as well as risks that can be incurred.
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